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The Curriculum 

- Broad
- Rich in powerful knowledge and 

language
- Ambitious in scope yet inclusive in how it 

is delivered
- Blends the traditional and contemporary
- Carefully sequenced 
- Use assessment skillfully to support 

learning 



How do I know what my child is learning? 

Documents to support: 

- KS3 - Curriculum guides
- KS4 - Curriculum overview, knowledge 

organisers and course specifications
- KS5 - Sixth form website, prospectus, 

exam specifications

Through conversations with the students
PCE

Subject teachers 



How do I know what my child is learning? 

- Conversations with the students
- Help them with quizzes
- Student books
- PCE
- Assessments
- Direct contact with subject teachers



Conversations with the students

KS3 - Curriculum guides





Components:
- The individual building 

blocks of knowledge 

Composites: 
- The end product or 

coming together of all 
that is learnt in the topic, 
unit or term. For 
example this could be a 
‘performance’ in music 
or PE, an extended 
piece of writing in 
English or history, or the 
solving of a complex 
mathematical problem. 



Conversations with the students

- Zoom in on the detail of components
- Then ask questions - ‘What can you tell me about the plot of ‘Of mice 

and Men?’
- Challenge a little on detail ‘Ok, so it’s about two men in America, 

what are they like these characters?’ 
- Use the composite detail to dive in deeper - ‘It mentions the 

American dream here, what on earth does that mean?’
- Challenge them to upgrade their language - ‘Ok so you think Curley 

is mean, is there another word you can think of that would be a bit 
more complex to describe him?’ 



What if they don’t engage? Or you 
feel like you’re pushing too much



What if they don’t engage? Or you 
feel like you’re pushing too much

- Seek out informal opportunities - car journeys, 
on the way to clubs, at Nandos (?!)

- Prepare for these by looking at the documents 
that help

- Avoid pressure and retreat if necessary
- Remember the teenage brain is different

(Sarah-Jayne Blakemore is great on this)

It’s hard, it will go up and down and is a slow 
burner

https://www.ted.com/talks/sarah_jayne_blakemore_the_mysterious_workings_of_the_adolescent_brain?language=en


Help them with revision and quizzes

REMINDERS



Help them with revision and quizzes

Ask students questions verbally using:
- Flashcards
- Revision questions
- Google quizzes 
- Educake
- Knowledge organisers


