
Y308: Catholic reformation thematic essays

EASTER REVISION

Your final preparation period for the Catholic Reformation essay section needs
to be a well balanced programme of essay writing, essay planning, reviewing
and factual revision

Keep this statement from a recent Examiners Report at the heart of
everything you do:

“Best answers tend to include references to large chronological
sections of the period in each paragraph, thus drawing their
conclusions from across the period”

My key areas of focus
Use all the feedback you have received recently to pinpoint your key areas of focus
as you move through your final revision period

1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________

Focus for revision and task Follow up tasks Completed?

Note taking to
complete in
preparation
for Easter
revision tasks:
there may be
lesson time
next week to
start this.

Essential
1) ASSESSING CHANGE OVER TIME

Note taking instructions pg 64-65
Reading for note taking pg 66-87
Complete these notes before attempting any
revision on change over time.

2) Fernanda Cervantes article
“Counter Reformation or Catholic reformation”
pages 94-98

Questions to go with this article.

Optional reading / notes

3) BISHOPS AND PRIESTS
Question pg 100.
Reading 101-109
This will give you further examples to cover the
spread of the reformation at lower levels

4) THE PAPAL CURIA
Questions pg109



Reading 110-116
This will offer you a further element of an
institution – the Curia – and its role in
administration

Easter
Revision:
Session 1

Reading/Summarising for revision

Systematically go back through pack 1: The
Catholic Reformation 1492 – 1517. Match up
each section to your notes – Are they clear?
Are they complete? Be confident and add to
your repertoire of examples from recent
reading. Check against the knowledge
organizer. Summarise further if it will aid your
understanding and recall (e.g. through revision
cards)

What would you judge to be the dominant
forces in the Catholic Reformation at this
early stage?

ESSENTIAL

Revise from
1492-1517
knowledge
organizer.

OPTIONAL
Make cue cards /
note pages on

THEMES
Doctrine
Discipline
Education
Reaching the
people
The papacy
Fight against
heresy

INSTITUTIONS
Papacy
Councils
Inquisition

Easter revision
Session 2

Reading/Summarising for revision

Now Continue with Pack 2
Systematically go back through pack 2: The
Catholic Reformation 1517 – 1563. Match up
each section to your notes – Are they clear?
Are they complete? Be confident and add to
your repertoire of examples. Check against the
knowledge organizer. Summarise further if it
will aid your understanding and recall (e.g.
through revision cards)

What elements of continuity can you
recognise in this middle period? What has
changed?

ESSENTIAL
Revise from
1517-1563
knowledge
organizer.

OPTIONAL
Make cue cards /
note pages on

THEMES
Doctrine
Discipline
Education
Reaching the
people



For both continuity and change can you
recognise what is producing this? Where are
the turning point moments? Who stands out
as the key individuals?

The papacy
Fight against
heresy

INSTITUTIONS
Papacy
Councils
Inquisition

Easter
Revision:
Session 3

Reading/summarising for revision
Systematically go back through pack 3: The
Catholic Reformation 1563 – 1610. Match up
each section to your notes – Are they clear?
Are they complete? Be confident and add to
your repertoire of examples. Check against the
knowledge organizer. Summarise further if it
will aid your understanding and recall
What elements of continuity can you
recognise in this final period? What has
changed?

For both continuity and change can you
recognise what is producing this? What trends
have continued throughout the period?
Where are the turning point moments? Who
stand out as the key individuals?

Focusing on the key specifications
Impact of the Catholic Reformation:

ESSENTIAL

Revise from
1563-1610
knowledge
organizer.

OPTIONAL
Make cue cards /
note pages on

THEMES
Doctrine
Discipline
Education
Reaching the
people
The papacy
Fight against
heresy

INSTITUTIONS
Eg
Papacy
Councils
Inquisition

Easter
Revision
Session 4

ESSAY PRACTICE – 45 minutes (or 1 hour 30 if
you do both)

To what extent was the Catholic Reformation
more concerned with continuity than change
in the period from 1492 to 1610?

To what extent was the Council of Trent the
major factor in the revival of the Catholic
Church in Europe in the period from 1492 to
1610?

Easter
Revision

Make sure you have all your work on the
impact of the Catholic Reformation in front of

Essay – ‘The
Catholic



Session 5 you. The A4 graphs should be particularly
useful here. PAGES 25 – 46 in your revision
booklet.
Building on your revision above make sure
you are clear on

Evidence of reform in
1) Spain,
2) France,
3) the Netherlands
4) Italy
5)The Holy Roman Empire
6) Eastern Europe
7) South America and the Far East;

8) Opposition and obstacles to reform

9) The spiritual condition of the clergy and laity
by 1610.

reformation had
limited success in
Europe’
How far do you
agree with this
view of the
period 1492-1610

Assess the
reasons for the
varied impact of
the Catholic
Reformation in
different parts of
Europe in the
period from 1492
to 1610.
(2020)

Easter
Revision
Session 6

Counter or Catholic Reformation?

Building on your revision above make sure
you are clear on…

1.The condition of the Catholic Church in the
1490s
2.The Church’s reaction to humanism and
Protestantism
3.…and whether the revival was a Catholic or
a Counter Reformation.

Do this by:
● Reviewing your notes from pack 1

(1492-1517) – What evidence does
there appear to be which would
support the view that the Catholic
Reformation started in advance of
Luther’s protest?

● Reviewing your notes from pack 2
(1517-1563) and pack 3 (1564 -1610) –
what evidence have we got which
would support a) Pre 1517 trends
continuing or b) reactive approaches to
the challenge provided by the
Protestant reformers

Essay-
‘Without the
Protestant
Reformation
there would not
have been a
Catholic
Reformation.’
How far do you
agree with this
statement?



● There is a very useful revision activity in
the revision pack called Counter or
Catholic Reformation which gets you to
focus on a range of events and decide
whether each one best reflects Catholic
or Counter – do this to check your
understanding (page 92)

● Read/review your notes on the article
Counter Reformation or Catholic
Reformation which starts on p.94 of the
revision pack

● Read/Re-read the essay on this issue
which starts on p136 of the revision
pack. As you are reading look especially
for the following

a) Identification of clear themes
b) Links made to the question (especially

the key words) – look carefully at the
start and end of paragraphs are points
linked back?

c) Synthesis (i.e. drawing points of
comparison from across the century –
remember the exam boards point “Best
answers tend to include references to
large chronological sections of the
period in each paragraph, thus drawing
their conclusions from across the
period”

d) Factual knowledge –
examples/evidence…not
generalisations

e) Judgement/argument

Other essay
titles to
attempt

How far do you agree with the view that the
Catholic Reformation saw limited change to
the institutions and organisation of the Church
in the years 1492–1610? (2018)

How accurately does the term ‘Counter
Reformation’ describe the developments in the
Catholic Church in the period from 1492 to
1610? (2020)

Massolit
videos to
watch

Watch all the videos in the Massolit series by
Professor Simon Ditchfield. The titles and
timings are shown below.



This has been set as a task for you on Massolit.
Use your Massolit logins from last year (they
use your school email).

1 Introduction (05:35)
2 Papal Revival (14:40)
3 Spiritual Regeneration (09:56)
4 The Council of Trent (16:06)
5 Measuring the Impact (09:35)
6 Conclusion (07.48)


