CP/sb
19th March 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
As many of you will be aware, following the announcements from the Education Secretary and
Prime Minister yesterday evening the school will be closing from 3:05pm this coming Friday
20th March until further notice.
As detailed in the announcement, the Government are hoping schools will remain open to
children of key workers and vulnerable children. At the time of writing there is very limited
information available to school leaders as to how this might work, but please be assured that we
are reviewing all guidance as soon as practically possible and will update you further on this.
In the first instance could I please ask that any parent or carer who comes under the category of
a key worker, defined by the Government as NHS staff, Police and Supermarket delivery drivers /
workers to please email their child’s Deputy Year Leader to advise us of this status and if you
would be interested in your child accessing any support that can be offered over the coming
weeks. The Government is due to release further details later today regards Key Workers and if
you believe you are in this category please do contact us. The school holds records for those
children classed as vulnerable or with EHCPs and those parents and carers will be contacted to
see if they wish to make use of these arrangements, as soon as they are clarified.
The Government has also announced that all secondary exams will not go ahead this summer. I
know that this will be causing a great deal of anxiety among our young people especially in years
11 to 13. We are waiting to review further guidance in this area both from Government and
Ofqual and will update you as soon as we can.
Before the end of school on Friday I will be writing directly to all year 11 and 13 students (and
their parents and carers) to clarify as far as possible what the position is. What I would like to
reiterate to all at this early stage is that we are determined to prevent any student being
disadvantaged in respect of moving on to their desired next steps due to the present
circumstances and will do all we can to aid smooth transitions.
Government have advised that children currently in receipt of Free School Meals will be assisted
by way of schools being able to purchase meals or vouchers for supermarkets or local
shops. We are again awaiting guidance of how this will work in practical terms, but want to
assure you that we are committed to assisting our families eligible for Free School Meals and will
do all we can to assist, whilst following the guidance given.
With regards to the school closure, as previously mentioned in my communications staff have
been working tirelessly over the past few days and weeks to prepare resources for the students
whilst they are unable to come to school and this we be published during today to all students
via their Google accounts. Students in school will be given time during the day to check their
usernames, passwords etc. For students who are self-isolating/absent from school today we will
be providing additional guidance by email and also on the school website. This guidance will
explain what students should do if they are finding logging in problematic. We are here to help
them and our IT Support team are ready and available to solve any problems

We are all facing increasingly extraordinary circumstances and I am sure you will appreciate we
are trying to navigate our way through this fast moving situation and are seeking clarity over the
announcements that have been made and how the school can assist families moving forwards.
I will write again in further detail as soon as possible with regards to these initiatives. Although
school will be “closing” on Friday we see this as the beginning not the end.
Thank you for your continued support and patience.
Kind regards
Chris Price
Headteacher

