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General Information

Instrumental tuition is available to students who want to extend their
musical skills.

If you are currently receiving music tuition with Oxfordshire County
Council Music Service, lessons normally continue at The Cherwell
School.
Please check this with your current teacher.

At The Cherwell School we offer tuition through Oxfordshire County
Music Service (OCMS) and some private teachers.

See the back pages for details of instruments available.

Lessons take place during the school day and operate on a rota
basis.

The purpose of learning an instrument is to enjoy music making. We
believe that students who play instruments should participate in
activities to support and develop their skills. We ask you to support
us in encouraging your child to join in the wide range of musical
activities we offer.
We encourage students who have instrumental lessons in school to
contribute to the musical life of the school through taking part in
extra curricular activities.
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The Lessons

Instrumental Lessons operate during the school day. Students come
out of normal subject lessons to attend their instrumental lesson.
Instrumental lessons are rotated so that pupils do not miss the same
subject lesson each week.

If at anytime your child wants to stop having lessons you must write
to the teacher concerned giving a term‛s notice.

Timetables

Timetables of lessons are displayed on a notice board in the Music
Department and will be prepared a week in advance where possible.
It is the student‛s responsibility to check this notice board carefully.

Information regarding lessons will be placed on the notice boards in
the Music Department. Please ask your child to check these regularly
especially in September, as many lessons do not start in the first
week.
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Absence

Child‛s absence

If your child is absent from school please inform your child‛s
instrumental teacher directly as far in advance as possible. Please
ensure you have contact details for your instrumental teacher.
Teachers will charge for any lessons where notification of absence
is not given.

It is not possible for the School Office to get messages to the
instrumental teacher.

Teacher‛s absence

The system for County and Private teachers is slightly different.

OCMS (Oxford County Music Service) provides a full and detailed
contract for you to read when applying for lessons. Private teachers
will provide parents with their own contracts. Please ensure that you
read these carefully before signing.

In all cases if a teacher is absent they will endeavour to make up the
lesson. If this is not possible - no charge will be made.

Notification of a teacher‛s absence will be placed on the notice
boards. It is then the student‛s responsibility to check on the
timetable when their next lesson will be.
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Cost

· Lessons through OCMS operate on a sliding scale depending on the
size of the group and length of lesson.

· Lessons with private teachers cost from £20 per 20 minutes. Most
of these lessons are for individuals although it is sometimes possible
to arrange paired lessons

Payment

For students receiving OCMS lessons payment is made directly to
the County.

For students receiving private lessons payment is made directly to
the teacher.

The Cherwell School does not handle any money for instrumental
tuition.

Instruments

The Cherwell School does not hire out instruments, however, we are
looking into possibilities in the future.

Students receiving OCMS lessons will be given information about
rental schemes from the OCMS teacher.
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Instrument Storage

Your child‛s instrument must be labelled with their name, the school
and Tutor Group.

Instruments can be left in the store rooms by children (available on
both sites). Please put them tidily on the shelves provided. These are
reasonably secure but not locked.

Please could we remind you that if you wish to transport instruments
to school for your child, they need to be left at reception, and not
taken straight to the instrument store. Your child will then be able to
collect them and take them to the instrument store.

ALL INSTRUMENTS SHOULD BE PROPERLY INSURED. THE
CHERWELL SCHOOL CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR

LOSS OR DAMAGE. BRITISH RESERVE (AVIVA) ARE A SPECIALIST
INSTRUMENT INSURERS.
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OCMS provides lessons on most orchestral instruments. At
the moment these are:

Violin
Viola
Cello

Double Bass
Flute

Clarinet
Oboe

Bassoon
Saxophone
Percussion
Drum Kit
Trumpet

Trombone
French Horn

Classical Guitar
Singing

If you wish to start OCMS lessons please call the music service on
01865 816990, or complete their online interest form which can be
found here:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/learning-instrument
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We have private teachers offering tuition on the following
instruments:

Piano
Singing

Guitar - Rock and Classical
Organ

Singing
Flute

If you wish to have private lessons rather than county music service
lessons then please contact Miss Jenkins (Performing Arts
Administrator) on this email: hjenkins@cherwellschool.org and she
will forward your request to the relevant private teacher.
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Extra Curricular Activities

It is generally agreed that playing in an ensemble is an essential part
of the learning process for students. As an orchestral player, they are
able to further develop skills that are needed if progress is to be
made on an instrument. These skills include the ability to accompany
and to be accompanied, the ability to play a part and to listen to
others at the same time, as well as theoretical skills, such as finding
their way around the musical directions of a piece and using correct
musical terminology.

Students are helped by more advanced musicians in the group.
There are also social skills and benefits to be gained from working
with students with similar interests. In a 30 minute lesson it is not
always possible for a peripatetic teacher to cover all these skills on a
regular basis.

We therefore expect students to join an ensemble once they have
mastered the basics on an instrument. They will usually start in the
KS3 Orchestra and move on in a few years to the Senior Orchestra, if
they play an orchestral instrument. There are plenty of extra
curricular activities available for students to gain a wide variety of
musical skills.
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At Cherwell School we offer the following extra curricular
activities:

KS3 Orchestra
KS3 Concert Band

KS3 Choir
KS3 Pop Choir

KS3 String Ensemble
KS3 Woodwind Ensemble

Brass Ensemble
String Ensemble
Senior Orchestra

Senior Choir
Violin Club

Rock School
Workshops in various world music styles

If you are interested in joining an extracurricular activity, please
speak to your music teacher to get a full breakdown of the activities
that are offered in the music department.
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