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27th January 2021 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It is at this time of year that we start to guide Year 9 students through the process of choosing the 
courses that they wish to follow in Key Stage 4.  I am writing to inform you of the plans we have made 
to support them through this important time in order that you can help them to make the right decisions. 
 
The range of academic courses on offer is wide and varied and it is essential that both you and your 
children have the necessary information, advice and guidance to select the courses that will give them 
the best chance of success. 
 
With the school closure, we will need to run the initial stages of the process remotely and so 
have put together a series of short videos to guide you. The videos and the options booklet 
with subject information will go ‘live’ from 4pm on 27th January on the following page of the 
school website:  https://www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk/425/choosing-your-gcse-options   
 
We have produced three videos which we recommend you watch in this order: 

1) Advice and Guidance  
2) Courses for Y10 and Y11: 2021-23 
3) Timeline, FAQs and key people 

There will also be an opportunity to discuss the options process with your child’s individual teachers 
at our remote parents’ evenings the week beginning 22nd February. We are still confirming the final 
details of these evenings but are working to the principle that you will be able to book individual 
meeting slots with your child’s teachers. Meetings will be conducted remotely on our video meeting 
platform and you will be contacted shortly with information about how to make appointments. 
 
To support students in their choices we have asked subject leaders to produce short videos about the 
different options courses on offer. Students will be emailed directly on the school gmail accounts the 
week beginning 12th February with links to all the relevant videos. These should be used alongside 
the information in the options booklet to help make choices.  
 
The deadline for submitting the Option Choices form is Friday 19th March. Places on courses are not 
allocated on a first come first served basis and every attempt is made to ensure that students can 
follow the courses they choose.   
 
I hope you find this information useful and if you need any other information at any stage over the next 
few months, please do not hesitate to contact the Year 9 office. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Jermaine Jarvis 
Assistant Headteacher (Transition and Progression) 

 


