
Parental webinars - Additional questions 
 

Question Year group  Response  

Will students have the 
same subject teachers 
(and tutor) as they did last 
year  

Year 12 into 13 We do like to keep continuity especially for tutors when we 
can. There will be some changes but a relatively small 
number this year because of very limited staff movement. 
Subject teachers do tend to change year on year.  

Transport changes as a 
result of Covid 19 means 
my son will find it  harder 
to get to school at the 
right time and may need 
to leave school later 

Year 12 into 13 We will do everything we can to help students with transport 
challenges. Please do talk to us about these.This is most 
likely to impact on some Sixth Form students who travel in 
from outside of Oxford.  

For new parents, can you 
please provide guidance 
on how to join the SIMS 
parent portal and when 
we have to do so?  
 

Year 6 into 7  You will only be able to do this early in the Autumn term 
once  your child has actually joined us. We will send you an 
email to allow you to set this up  

Some children will have 
missed the school cycling 
proficiency test  during 
term 5/6 of year 6. Please 
could an opportunity be 
planned in, at some point 
in the future when able, 
for this to take place 

Year 6 into 7 Definitely- we are very keen and will get some feedback 
from students and parents at the start of term to assess the 
need and plan it out. Rather than the full cycling proficiency 
it may be better to put on some cycling instruction geared 
around the routes closest to the school 

Will they school 
continually have to “shut 
down” next year when 
students or staff show 
typical symptoms 

No year group The school will follow all the guidance issued by DfE, NHS 
and PHE in relation to the right actions to follow 
As things stand we follow a flow chart from PHE that 
differentiates the response depending on  

1) Suspected case 
2) Confirmed case 
3) 2 or more confirmed cases in the same class 

We have a specific guidance phone number that we are 
able to use to help us take the right course of action  

Can you let us know what 
stationary/equipment the 
new year 7 starters need 
to bring to school when 
they start please and also 

 
Year 6 into 7 

You can find all the information surrounding equipment in 
the 6 into 7 section of the website 
https://www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk/1236/year-6-to-7-transitio
n 
We will confirm with parents exactly where they will need to 

https://www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk/1236/year-6-to-7-transition
https://www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk/1236/year-6-to-7-transition


where they need to go on 
their first day. 
 

go in our final communication on Friday 21st  
August  

In the event of a second 
wave lockdown can you 
assure us that there will 
be live teaching by 
Zoom/webex/MS Teams 
or equivalent?  
 
 
Will there be synchronous 
teaching or only 
schoolwork set and 
submitted through online 
folders? 
 
 
 
What can we do as 
parents to enable 
interactive teaching? e.g. 
if its a case of lack of 
equipment/broadband 
access for some students, 
can we as the parent 
body contribute in some 
way to ensure that all 
students have access to 
teaching. 

No Year group  We have developed our expertise in live teaching during 
lockdown Whilst the evidence shows that students are not 
at a disadvantage in recorded lessons, we will be able to 
provide additional live teaching in subjects if we go into a 
second wave of lockdown.  
 
 
 
It would be a combination of synchronous and 
asynchronous (see above)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is largely to do with developing the expertise (see above) 
but there is a resourcing issue for some families too. For 
those who feel they can support we would always direct 
them to “Friends of Cherwell” 
https://friendsofcherwell.org/ 

My daughter has a 
question of will the trip to 
the Germany Christmas 
market will be for year 8s 
this year 

7 into 8 Unfortunately this is a trip that we are not able to run. Our 
attitude will be to find alternative trips later in the year or roll 
them over so students can go next year... 

Because of lockdown, 
there are obviously going 
to be massive differences 
between the children in 
terms of their levels of 
learning and confidence 
with their GCSE subjects. 
Some will be completely 
on top of it, and raring to 

9 into 10 During term 6 there has been lots of assessment work 
happening across subjects that helps us to identify where 
students are.This  data will be reviewed in advance of the 
September Start meetings in w/b 14th Sept 
We are employing and deploying additional staff and being 
part of the National Tutoring scheme will help. 
We will look to support students whatever stage they are at 
with a range of additional interventions  

https://friendsofcherwell.org/


go. Others will have done 
very little since school 
closed and will need to 
spend time just 
recovering the habit of 
learning. What are the 
plans to support such a 
wide variety of needs?  
 
 

 I understand that some 
year 8 pupils take up a 
second language 
(French). Will all pupils 
start French or will there 
be an assessment?  
 

7 into 8 We are planning to keep the curriculum as typical as 
possible. 
A small number of students don’t do French and instead do 
additional English and if that is the case parents will already 
have been contacted - We will review and assess all 
students and have additional resources to support. 

 There is a likelihood that 
many pupils will not have 
a complete understanding 
of all of the year 7 
material across all 
subjects, this is likely to 
be much more variable 
than in a ‘normal’ year. 
How will the school 
identify specific missed 
learning to target 
support? 

7 into 8 We reshaped our Term 6 curriculum to make sure we 
focussed on the core learning required to progress. 
Learning gaps will be targeted through reviewing assessed 
work in term 6 and then targeting through interventions and 
additional classes at the start of term in September 

I have a specific concern 
about the first 2 weeks of 
the term when a lot of 
students and staff will 
have just come back from 
holiday or travels in other 
parts of the country or 
abroad, and potentially be 
carrying the virus without 
symptoms. Are there any 
particular precautions you 
can take for those 2 
weeks to mitigate 
heightened risk during 
that period? 

No Year group  We will follow very closely any additional guidance that 
follows on from the Summer break as all schools across the 
country will be in a similar position.We have increased the 
amount of time we have set aside for induction so that we 
can make sure students and staff fully understand the 
procedures that need to be followed 



  
 

Will it be possible to teach 
kids in bubbles that 
include their friends? 
Could there be some 
consultation with the kids 
about this? 

10 into 11 From September all students will be taught in “bubbles” that 
are made up of their own year group so they will be able to 
mix with friends 

In what form will the 
GCSE results be 
delivered? Will my son 
get an e-mail, or will 
there be a letter? 
 
2.) What happens if a 
child does not get the 
required grades for their 
chosen A-level subject? 
 

11 into 12 All the information you need can be found here: 
https://www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk/424/exams-office 
 
 
 
 
Students who do not get the required grades will be offered 
advice and support at our guidance clinic on 21st August 

Are there no plans to 
divide students into (a) 
smaller bubbles (b) 
smaller class sizes where 
they could sit 2metres 
apart? I anticipated this 
as it seems to be 
happening in some 
schools this term. 
  
 

11 into 12 Most recent government guidance for September removes 
this stipulation 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-sch
ools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-open
ing-schools 
 
We will however to continue all guidance as it changes and 
respond accordingly  

Initially the government 
wanted to cap year group 
bubbles at 230 children 
making it clear that if 
there was anyway the 
bubbles could be smaller 
this would be much 
preferred. They are still 
saying smaller is best 
although they've dropped 
the 230 cap.  
On that advice, can I ask 
why Cherwell intends 

8 into 9 There was some initial comment about limiting bubbles to a 
maximum size. Instead the emphasis is on each school 
doing their own risk assessment. A school such as Cherwell 
benefits from having a split site so a maximum of four 
groups on each site. 
We will remain alert to any national changes however  

https://www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk/424/exams-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


whole year group 
bubbles, i.e. bubbles of 
almost 300?  
 

For the children coming 
up from Year 6, can you 
let me know what you are 
doing about streaming, 
will PE and maths still be 
streamed, as in previous 
years 

6 into 7 As mentioned in our webinar there are no plans to change 
existing elements of our provision/curriculum 

 


