
Relationship and Sex Education Consultation – Frequently Asked Questions (June 2021)  
 

Rationale for RSHE teaching 

 

Q: Why does the school teach RSHE? 

A: Providing RSHE teaching is a legal duty of schools as required by the Department for Education. We seek 

to discharge this duty to the highest standard, as would be expected of any other area of learning.  

 

Q: Can I withdraw my child from RSHE lessons? 

A: We consider the RSE programme to be a very important part of preparation for life. Parents have the 

right to withdraw their children from the non-scientific components of sex education (only) within RSE up 

to and until 3 terms before the child turns 16. After this point, if the child wishes to receive sex education 

rather than being withdrawn, the school will arrange this. Any requests for withdrawal should be put in 

writing to the head teacher, who will discuss the request with parents and take appropriate action. 

Alternative work will be given to pupils who are withdrawn from sex education.” (Excerpt of RSE Policy p.3) 

 

Q: How is the impact of the RSHE policy assessed? 

A: We will seek student views on the education they receive in this area. In addition, we would expect a 

successful policy to influence behaviour and so see a reduction in associated safeguarding and behaviour 

incidents. 

 

Content 

Q: Do you include teaching on: pornography, consent, contraception, diversity of relationships, misogyny? 

A: The above topics are all covered in the RSHE curriculum at different stages in an age-appropriate 

manner from KS3 – KS5. This is done through a combination of in-class teaching, drop-down days & 

external speakers.  

 

Q: How are you addressing the crisis of sexual harassment?  

A: Our work in this area is continuing and we are working with several groups of students to identify the 

issues in school and agree on the best approach to responding to them. We are also discovering what they 

need in order to feel confident to report issues. 

 

We have added sexual harassment categories to our C3 and C4 consequences as well as alerting incidents 

as a safeguarding concern. As well as through Social wellbing lessons and assemblies, faculties are looking 

at how we can continue to reinforce messages around sexual harassment  and mysoginy through other 

curriculum subjects - English literature and History, for example. 

 

Staff attended a training session by Sylwia Kieran from OSARCC (Oxfordshire Sexual Abuse and  Rape Crisis 

Centre) on sexual harassment and she has sinced trained 10 members of staff to be anti-sexual harassment 

advocates in school. More training will take place throughout the year as well as information evenings for 

parents and carers. 

 

Q: Is the content age-appropriate? 

A: We recognise that it is very difficult to make the content ‘age-appropriate’ to every student within a 

single class as their awareness and needs vary greatly. We always seek to make all content relevant to the 

students’ level of maturity. We encourage parents to engage with their children on lesson content such 

that they can provide the home-learning nuance unique to each family.  

 

Method of Teaching 

Q: What is the method of RSE teaching? 

A: The RSE curriculum is delivered through a variety of methods and contexts in order to enable it to be as 

effective as possible. This includes teaching in the classroom, external speakers, workshops and school 



health nurses. RSE lessons are delivered by trained PSHE teachers in dedicated curriculum time rather than 

via form tutors and non-specialist staff as is the case in some  schools. The expectations and requirements 

of quality in teaching RSE are equivalent to other areas of learning and are subject to the same standards.  

More information can be found in the RSE Policy under ‘Method of Teaching’ on p. 2.  

 

Q: Do you teach RSE in single-sex groups? 

A:  We do not currently teach RSE in single sex groups, as we believe it is important for both boys and girls 

to know about all aspects from both genders. There are, however, some aspects of RSE where it may be 

sensible to have single sex groups and we are considering this and getting feedback from students. 

 

Q: What is the school’s response to concerns raised regarding Stonewall and the implications for the school 

as a Stonewall Champion? 

A: We are reviewing our association with Stonewall in consultation with the River Learning Trust and Local 

Authority  

 

Q: How does the school balance religious beliefs with its statutory requirement to provide RSE? 

A: Cherwell School is not affiliated to any religion. Our lessons encourage discussion and debate as well as 

a chance to listen to other people’s views. Lessons are designed to equip young people with factual 

information. We do not present beliefs as facts or make judgements on right or wrong as these issues are 

best discussed in the family context. 

 

Q: What is the school doing to address the concerns and risks associated with objectification and 

sexualisation on social media? 

A: We teach as much about this as we can through IT lessons as well as through Social Wellbeing lessons, 

assemblies and tutor time. Use of social media remains our biggest cause for concern with regard to 

grooming, harassment and bullying. The Government has said they will also be addressing this -  We will 

continue to respond to all the advice and guidance we receive 
 

 

Parental Engagement 

Q: I find it difficult to talk to my teenager about these topics, can you therefore do it more effectively at 

school and / or provide more support for parents & carers to address these issues? 

A: The school works hard to provide excellence in RSHE in a way that is clear, accessible and relevant. The 

school is unable to tailor the content to fit the precise situation and needs of every single child as this 

varies greatly within each class. Therefore, we acknowledge, as stated in the DfE guidance, that parents are 

the prime educators in RSHE. Alongside the school’s RSHE teaching, we provide Parental Workshops in 

order to support parental engagement with their children’s RSHE learning. We also communicate with 

parents regarding teaching content and useful resources to help support and equip parents to have 

effective learning conversations.  

 

Q: How can I get involved in helping with RSHE provision at the school? 

A: A Parent/Carer RSE Support group is being set up in September 2021. Please express your interest to 

take part in this by contacting Ms Timms (btimms@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk) 

 


