
 Y308: Catholic reformation thematic essays 

 EASTER REVISION 

 Your final preparation period for the Catholic Reformation essay section needs 
 to be a well balanced programme of essay writing, essay planning, reviewing 
 and factual revision 

 Keep this statement from a recent Examiners Report at the heart of 
 everything you do: 

 “Best answers tend to include references to large chronological 
 sections of the period in each paragraph, thus drawing their 
 conclusions from across the period” 

 My key areas of focus 
 Use all the feedback you have received recently to pin point your key areas of focus 
 as you move through your final revision period 

 1.  ______________________________________________________________ 
 2.  ______________________________________________________________ 
 3.  ______________________________________________________________ 

 Focus for revision and task  Follow up tasks  Completed? 
 Monday 4  th 

 April 
 Go through mock papers 

 Friday 8  th  April  Go through mock papers and set up Easter 
 revision 

 Note taking to 
 complete in 
 prepara�on 
 for Easter 
 revision tasks: 
 there may be 
 lesson �me 
 next week to 
 start this. 

 Essen�al 
 1)  ASSESSING CHANGE OVER TIME 

 Note taking instruc�ons pg 64-65 
 Reading for note taking pg 66-87 
 Complete these notes before a�emp�ng any 
 revision on change over �me. 

 2)  Fernanda Cervantes ar�cle 
 “Counter Reforma�on or Catholic reforma�on” 
 pages 94-98 

 Ques�ons to go with this ar�cle. 

 Op�onal reading / notes 

 3)  BISHOPS AND PRIESTS 
 Ques�on pg 100. 
 Reading 101-109 



 This will give you further examples to cover the 
 spread of the reforma�on at lower levels 

 4)  THE PAPAL CURIA 
 Ques�ons pg109 
 Reading 110-116 
 This will offer you a further element of an 
 ins�tu�on – the Curia – and it’s role in 
 administra�on 

 Easter 
 Revision: 
 Session 1 

 Reading/Summarising for revision 

 Systema�cally go back through pack 1: The 
 Catholic Reforma�on 1492 – 1517. Match up 
 each sec�on to your notes – Are they clear? 
 Are they complete? Be confident and add to 
 your repertoire of examples from recent 
 reading. Check against the knowledge 
 organizer. Summarise further if it will aid your 
 understanding and recall (e.g. through revision 
 cards) 

 What would you judge to be the dominant 
 forces in the Catholic Reforma�on at this 
 early stage? 

 ESSENTIAL 

 Revise from 
 1492-1517 
 knowledge 
 organizer. 

 OPTIONAL 
 Make cue cards / 
 note pages on 

 THEMES 
 Doctrine 
 Discipline 
 Educa�on 
 Reaching the 
 people 
 The papacy 
 Fight against 
 heresy 

 INSTITUTIONS 
 Papacy 
 Councils 
 Inquisi�on 

 Easter revision 
 Session 2 

 Reading/Summarising for revision 

 Now Con�nue with Pack 2 
 Systema�cally go back through pack 2: The 
 Catholic Reforma�on 1517 – 1563. Match up 
 each sec�on to your notes – Are they clear? 
 Are they complete? Be confident and add to 
 your repertoire of examples. Check against the 
 knowledge organizer.  Summarise further if it 
 will aid your understanding and recall (e.g. 
 through revision cards) 

 ESSENTIAL 
 Revise from 
 1517-1563 
 knowledge 
 organizer. 

 OPTIONAL 
 Make cue cards / 
 note pages on 

 THEMES 



 What elements of con�nuity can you 
 recognise in this middle period? What has 
 changed? 
 For both con�nuity and change can you 
 recognise what is producing this? Where are 
 the turning point moments? Who stand out as 
 the key individuals? 

 Doctrine 
 Discipline 
 Educa�on 
 Reaching the 
 people 
 The papacy 
 Fight against 
 heresy 

 INSTITUTIONS 
 Papacy 
 Councils 
 Inquisi�on 

 Easter 
 Revision: 
 Session 3 

 Reading/summarising for revision 
 Systema�cally go back through pack 3: The 

 Catholic Reforma�on 1563 – 1610. Match up 
 each sec�on to your notes – Are they clear? 
 Are they complete? Be confident and add to 
 your repertoire of examples. Check against the 
 knowledge organizer.  Summarise further if it 
 will aid your understanding and recall 
 What elements of con�nuity can you 
 recognise in this final period? What has 
 changed? 

 For both con�nuity and change can you 
 recognise what is producing this? What trends 
 have con�nued throughout the period? 
 Where are the turning point moments? Who 
 stand out as the key individuals? 

 Focusing on the key specifica�ons 
 Impact of the Catholic Reforma�on: 

 ESSENTIAL 

 Revise from 
 1563-1610 
 knowledge 
 organizer. 

 OPTIONAL 
 Make cue cards / 
 note pages on 

 THEMES 
 Doctrine 
 Discipline 
 Educa�on 
 Reaching the 
 people 
 The papacy 
 Fight against 
 heresy 

 INSTITUTIONS 
 Eg 
 Papacy 
 Councils 
 Inquisi�on 

 Easter 
 Revision 
 Session 4 

 ESSAY PRACTICE – 45 minutes (or 1 hour 30 if 
 you do both) 

 To what extent was the Catholic Reforma�on 
 more concerned with con�nuity than change 
 in the period from 1492 to 1610? 



 To what extent was the Council of Trent the 
 major factor in the revival of the Catholic 
 Church in Europe in the period from 1492 to 
 1610? 

 Easter 
 Revision 
 Session 5 

 Make sure you have all your work on the 
 impact of the Catholic Reforma�on in front of 
 you. The A4 graphs should be par�cularly 
 useful here. PAGES 25 – 46 in your revision 
 booklet. 
 Building on your revision above make sure 
 you are clear on 

 Evidence of reform in 
 1) Spain, 
 2) France, 
 3) the Netherlands 
 4) Italy 
 5)The Holy Roman Empire 
 6) Eastern Europe 
 7) South America and the Far East; 

 8) Opposi�on and obstacles to reform 

 9) The spiritual condi�on of the clergy and laity 
 by 1610. 

 Essay – ‘The 
 Catholic 
 reforma�on had 
 limited success in 
 Europe’ 
 How far do you 
 agree with this 
 view of the 
 period 1492-1610 

 Assess the 
 reasons for the 
 varied impact of 
 the Catholic 
 Reforma�on in 
 different parts of 
 Europe in the 
 period from 1492 
 to 1610. 
 (2020) 

 Easter 
 Revision 
 Session 6 

 Counter or Catholic Reforma�on? 

 Building on your revision above make sure 
 you are clear on… 

 1.The condi�on of the Catholic Church in the 
 1490s 
 2.The Church’s reac�on to humanism and 

 Protestan�sm 
 3. …and whether the revival was a Catholic or a 
 Counter Reforma�on. 

 Do this by: 
 ●  Reviewing your notes from pack 1 

 (1492-1517) – What evidence does 
 there appear to be which would 
 support the view that the Catholic 
 Reforma�on started in advance of 
 Luther’s protest? 

 ●  Reviewing your notes from pack 2 
 (1517-1563) and pack 3 (1564 -1610) – 

 Essay- 
 ‘  Without the 
 Protestant 
 Reforma�on 
 there would not 
 have been a 
 Catholic 
 Reforma�on.’ 
 How far do you 
 agree with this 
 statement? 



 what evidence have we got which 
 would support a) Pre 1517 trends 
 con�nuing or b) reac�ve approaches to 
 the challenge provided by the 
 Protestant reformers 

 ●  There is a very useful revision ac�vity in 
 the revision pack called Counter or 
 Catholic Reforma�on which gets you to 
 focus on a range of events and decide 
 whether each one best reflects Catholic 
 or Counter – do this to check your 
 understanding 

 ●  Read/review your notes on the ar�cle 
 Counter Reforma�on or Catholic 
 Reforma�on which starts on p.94 of the 
 revision pack 

 ●  Read/Re-read the essay on this issue 
 which starts on p136 of the revision 
 pack. As you are reading look especially 
 for the following 

 a)  Iden�fica�on of clear themes 
 b)  Links made to the ques�on  (especially 

 the key words) – look carefully at the 
 start and end of paragraphs are points 
 linked back? 

 c)  Synthesis  (i.e. drawing points of 
 comparison from across the century – 
 remember the exam boards point “Best 
 answers tend to include references to 
 large chronological sec�ons of the 
 period in each paragraph, thus drawing 
 their conclusions from across the 
 period” 

 d)  Factual knowledge  – 
 examples/evidence…not 
 generalisa�ons 

 e)  Judgement/argument 

 Other essay 
 �tles to 
 a�empt 

 How far do you agree with the view that the 
 Catholic Reforma�on saw limited change to 
 the ins�tu�ons and organisa�on of the Church 
 in the years 1492–1610? (2018) 

 How accurately does the term ‘Counter 
 Reforma�on’ describe the developments in the 
 Catholic Church in the period from 1492 to 
 1610? (2020) 



 BACK IN SCHOOL 
 Twilight mock 
 Feedback session 
 Monday 25  th 

 April 
 Lesson 3 

 Hand back any mock papers and review if not 
 already done so 

 Counter or Catholic Reforma�on. 
 Lecture and essay ques�ons on this topic. 

 Complete notes 
 on Cervantes 
 ar�cle. Easter 
 homework. 
 Complete chart 
 pages 92-93. 

 Friday 29  th 

 April 
 Lesson 1 

 Counter or Catholic Reforma�on. 
 Lecture and essay ques�ons on this topic. 

 Complete chart on pages 92 – 93 of booklet 4. 
 (a�empt to do this from memory and the 
 complete using notes) 

 Essay: Counter or 
 Catholic 
 Reforma�on. 
 “ The growth of 
 Protestan�sm 
 transformed the 
 character of the 
 Catholic 
 reforma�on” 
 How far do you 
 agree with this 
 view of the 
 period 
 1492-1610? 

 ACTIVE 
 REVISION 
 WEEKEND 

 Ac�ve Revision Day 1 
 Lots of short sharp ac�vi�es to build your 
 confidence and to help you to react to the 
 ques�ons on the day rather than fall back on 
 pre prepared work. 
 Lots of essay plans – Any ques�on types on the 
 list you haven’t done? 
 Revision cards, charts, spider diagrams – Get 
 people to test you on your recall and/or test 
 yourself 
 Use your graphs to focus on the role of 
 ins�tu�ons as well as the impact of the 
 Catholic Reforma�on in different countries…. 
 Lots of use of your Knowledge Organisers and 
 key individual’s charts 
 Lots of focus on con�nuity and change, trends 
 and turning points, local against interna�onal, 
 short term against long term… 
 Prac�ce paragraphs where you look to range 
 across the big sec�ons of the period in your 
 wri�ng…remember synthesis (combining 
 elements from across the period) 

 Key vocab to use 
 to aid judgement 
 on importance 

 Asser�ng 
 Clarified 
 Contribu�on 
 Embraced 
 Endured 
 Enforced 
 Ensured 
 Eradicated 
 Exemplified 
 Fundamental 
 Inconsistent 
 Ini�ated 
 Inspired 
 Ins�gated 
 Key 
 Lax 
 Limited 
 Pious 
 Pivotal 



 Watch or rewatch school produced video 
 (3 parts ‘A brief history of the Catholic 
 reforma�on 1492-1610) 

 Lecture 1 (the start): https://youtu.be/g_YPc_u1iD0  
 Lecture 2 (the 
 middle): https://youtu.be/K80pMIXuNUo 
 Lecture 3 (the 
 end): https://youtu.be/d9zCncBrPmY  

 Profound 
 reaffirmed 
 Reinforced 
 Spearhead 
 Ul�mately 
 Underlined 
 Weakened 

 Monday 2  nd 

 May 
 BANK HOLIDAY 

 Friday 6  th  May 
 Lesson 2 

 Counter or Catholic Reforma�on 

 Review of “full marks” essay from revision pack 
 – What makes this such a successful answer  - 
 pg 136-141 

 ACTIVE 
 REVISION 
 WEEKEND 

 Lots of short sharp ac�vi�es to build your 
 confidence and to help you to react to the 
 ques�ons on the day rather than fall back on 
 pre prepared work. 
 Lots of essay plans – Any ques�on types on the 
 list you haven’t done? 
 Revision cards, charts, spider diagrams – Get 
 people to test you on your recall and/or test 
 yourself 
 Use your graphs to focus on the role of 
 ins�tu�ons as well as the impact of the 
 Catholic Reforma�on in different countries…. 
 Lots of use of your Knowledge Organisers and 
 key individual’s charts 
 Lots of focus on con�nuity and change, trends 
 and turning points, local against interna�onal, 
 short term against long term… 
 Prac�ce paragraphs where you look to range 
 across the big sec�ons of the period in your 
 wri�ng…remember synthesis (combining 
 elements from across the period) 

 Key vocab to use 
 to express 
 con�nuity of 
 ideas 

 Consequently 

 Emerged 

 Inconsistent 

 Indirect 

 Mirroring 

 Prevalent 

 Subsequent 

 Trajectory 

 Vital trend 
 Monday 9  th 

 May 
 Lesson 3 

 Answering ques�ons which focus on the aims 
 of the Catholic Reforma�on 
 Planning exercise followed by reviewing an 
 extended plan 

 Sample essay pages 129-135 of pack 4 

 Essay -  How far did 
 the Catholic 
 Reforma�on 
 1492-1610 
 achieve it’s aims 
 by 1610? 

 Friday 13  th 

 May 
 Comparing 1492 and 1610 



 Lesson 1  Reflect on all the revision work we have done 
 on “start” and “end” of the  Catholic 
 Reforma�on. 

 Make sure that you can offer a snapshot of 
 both c.1500 and c1600. O�en it’s the end of 
 the period where people are less confident. If 
 that’s you spend some significant �me building 
 up your thinking and understanding post 1590 

 This will use the work done from the note 
 taking sec�on set during the Easter holidays. 
 Bring you notes comparing 1500-1600 to the 
 lesson 

 Monday 16  th 

 May 
 Lesson 3 

 Turning points 
 Looking at 
 Trent 
 Lutheran reforma�on 
 (Calvin lecture) 
 Sack of Rome 
 Paul III 
 Forma�on of the Jesuits 
 As key turning points and how to write this in 
 an essay 

 Friday 20  th 

 May lesson 2 
 Return all work by this point. 

 Essay planning – tricky �tles and a reflec�on 
 on the 3 key areas. 

 Op�ons 
 Assessing the whole period- Using the graphs 

 How to approach essay ques�ons which focus 
 on ins�tu�ons. 

 Revisit NATURE and IMPACT 

 Essay- “The 
 difficul�es facing 
 the Catholic 
 Church from 
 1564-1610 were 
 greater than those 
 it faced from 
 1492-1563” How 
 far do you agree 
 with this view? 

 ACTIVE 
 REVISION 
 WEEKEND 

 Ac�ve Revision Day 1 
 Lots of short sharp ac�vi�es to build your 
 confidence and to help you to react to the 
 ques�ons on the day rather than fall back on 
 pre prepared work. 
 Lots of essay plans – Any ques�on types on the 
 list you haven’t done? 



 Revision cards, charts, spider diagrams – Get 
 people to test you on your recall and/or test 
 yourself 
 Use your graphs to focus on the role of 
 ins�tu�ons as well as the impact of the 
 Catholic Reforma�on in different countries…. 
 Lots of use of your Knowledge Organisers and 
 key individual’s charts 
 Lots of focus on con�nuity and change, trends 
 and turning points, local against interna�onal, 
 short term against long term… 
 Prac�ce paragraphs where you look to range 
 across the big sec�ons of the period in your 
 wri�ng…remember synthesis (combining 
 elements from across the period) 

 Monday 23  rd 

 May 
 Final reflec�ons- What makes outstanding 
 examina�on wri�ng? 

 Using examples from Booklet 4 pg118-128 

 . 

 EXAM ON THURS 26th 
 Friday 27  th 

 May 
 WE WILL HAVE A LESSON – prepara�on for 
 Tudors paper 


