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WELCOME
We are delighted to introduce you to The sixth form at The Cherwell School, a vibrant and
successful learning environment with 600 students who join us from within the school and
across the county and abroad. Our students enjoy exceptional teaching across a broad
curriculum of subject areas. Academic achievement of our sixth formers is ‘Outstanding’
(Ofsted), with A Level results that place us consistently in England’s Top State School sixth
forms. We offer a variety of extra-curricular opportunities which provides excellent personal
development and make the sixth form experience vibrant, inclusive, and positive. From the Duke
of Edinburgh Award, Extended Project and Young Enterprise to school productions; from team
sports and sport leadership to peer mentoring; from year book and ball committee to social
events, life in the sixth form at The Cherwell School is always fulfilling.
We have high expectations of our students and our central aim is to enable each of them to
achieve success in whatever they undertake, by making the most of the opportunities available
to them. We want them to be happy, to aim high, to be lifelong learners and to be responsible
citizens; the School Aims, which can be found in this prospectus, provide further detail on our
vision for our school community. Our aims are further supported by our status as a National
Teaching School; we take a lead role in the initial training and professional development of
teachers and support staff and work with other schools to contribute to the raising of standards.
We also have a specialism in science and mathematics and hold the Artsmark Gold Award and
the Inclusion Quality Mark. These awards continue to help us to raise standards even further
across the whole curriculum and to develop our facilities for the benefit of our school and of the
local community.
We pride ourselves on the quality of our teaching, our strong pastoral system and that we offer a
variety of opportunities for enrichment. It is the combination of these three areas that make The
Cherwell School sixth form so special and ‘outstanding’ (Ofsted).

Chris Price
Headteacher

“
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Clark Lawfull
Head of Sixth Form

What I love about The Cherwell School sixth form is that it is a great school
It has exceptional teaching and offers the highest academic standards
whilst still caring for their individual student. It is a unique school which
gives students the widest range of opportunities both in the subjects they
can study at A-level and for extra-curricular activities. My son has loved his
time at the school and will be sorry to leave.
(Parent)
Cherwell School Sixth Form

GUIDANCE AND 		
		SUPPORT

A key feature of our sixth form is the strong
system of pastoral support and guidance. This
begins right now as students consider the
courses and opportunities available to them.
All prospective students are invited to attend
an open evening where they can talk directly
to teaching staff about their courses. Once
students have been offered a place they are
invited to attend an induction programme in
June of Year 11.
During this, students experience what life in
the sixth form is like, by attending lessons,
meeting other students and their Form Tutor.
As a member of the sixth form, each student
has the support of a Form Tutor, a Year Leader,
a Deputy Year Leader and the Head of sixth
form. We encourage all students to be aware
of our expectations and to be responsible for
their own learning. To this end, all students
are required to sign the sixth form agreement
which focuses on committing to their studies,
making the most of their opportunities, being
courteous and considerate, and contributing
positively to the school community.

our
commitment
The Cherwell School welcomes
and values all members of
the school community in an
atmosphere of learning which
is friendly, supportive, and
challenging.

Whilst encouraging our students to be
independent, we recognise the huge support
given by parents and carers. Our aim therefore
is to work closely with parents and carers,
informing and including them in all decisions
made about a student’s progress. Regular
Progress Reviews and Parents and Carers’
Evenings provide information about each
student’s progress and if we are concerned
about an individual, parents and carers are
contacted so that we can work together to
provide the necessary support.
All parents and carers of Year 12 students are
invited to attend a ‘meet the tutor’ evening
where they can meet the form tutor and attend
a talk about the nature of the sixth form and
how it runs. In addition, a regular newsletter
is distributed to parents and carers, and
invitations to school events and email/letters
about particular issues are sent throughout the
school year. They are also displayed on our
website which is updated regularly.

We aim to motivate and enable students:
- to work hard and achieve their best
- to value learning as a lifetime activity
- to behave responsibly, courteously and with
consideration for the needs and rights of others
- to be involved in the life of the school and of the wider
community and by so doing to become responsible and 		
successful citizens
- to mature in self-confidence, self-discipline, and 			
understanding of other people
- to take pride in what they do and to gain satisfaction
and enjoyment from their achievements

Cherwell School Sixth Form
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EFFECTIVE
& FORM
OUR SIXTH
SUCCESSFUL LEARNING
The Cherwell School sixth form has a long
and distinguished record of success in
post 16 education. Exam results, both in
terms of grades achieved and value added
performance are very high. The quality
of teaching in the sixth form is judged to
be outstanding and provides numerous
opportunities for students to succeed.
Being a large school, we are able to offer a
very broad range of subjects with several
classes in most subject areas. We aim to
ensure that all students can take their first
choice of subjects. Within the sixth form we
offer students a package which we believe

provides them with the best opportunities
for success, whether moving to university or
entering the workplace. Our sixth form centre,
has excellent facilities dedicated for sixth form
use. These include a large common room,
staffed sixth form study library, computer
suite, and cafe. Students have access to
specialist science, art and technology facilities,
impressive drama and music studios, and
extensive well-equipped ICT network rooms.
The sixth form is situated on the North Site
which is attractively landscaped and has
access to playing fields and sports facilities,
including a multi-gym.

UNIVERSITY AND CAREERS ADVICE
We are committed to supporting all students
with decisions about their future. Throughout
sixth form, students will receive a programme
of sessions covering all aspects of choosing
higher education. This includes advice
and information on selecting a course and
institution, writing personal statements,
applying to competitive courses at university
and student finance. Students are also given
support with interviews.
Recently, degree apprenticeships have
become available and the programme has
been extended to include advice for students
that may wish to pursue this route. All of the
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students have the opportunity to attend a
higher education conference and at least one
open day organised by the school. Parents
and carers will be invited to an information
evening to help them discuss and support
students with their choices.
We have a higher education coordinator to
provide individual support for students in
school as well as a careers advisor. We have
a very good track record for helping students
secure places at a number of the best
universities in the country.

CONTACTS

School Address
The Cherwell School – North Site
Marston Ferry Road
Oxford
OX2 7EE

Telephone Number
01865 558719

Fax Number
01865 514517

School Email Address
office.cherwell@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk

Mr Price – Headteacher
head@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk

Mr Lawfull – Head of Sixth Form
clawfull@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk

Ms Alexander - Strategic Lead for
Post 16 Education
lalexander@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk

Mrs Surrage – Sixth Form Administrator
tsurrage@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk
Cherwell School Sixth Form
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OUR SIXTH FORM

The Cherwell School’s sixth form is highly regarded and successful. We are committed
to helping all our students to achieve success. We provide a friendly and stimulating
environment in which students achieve the highest standards in their work and benefit
from a variety of other activities and opportunities. Students enjoy an excellent curriculum
which offers a wide choice of subjects.
The school aims, which can be found in the prospectus, underpin our commitment
to provide opportunities for all our students to succeed and be well prepared for the
future. Our curriculum is designed to equip students with a range of experiences and
skills, in addition to qualifications, to allow progression to higher education, training or
employment. It is important that students, parents and carers understand the structure of
the qualifications in order to make the right choices.

In the sixth form we would expect most students to follow a programme which includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Three full A level courses*
An Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
Social Wellbeing Programme
Tutor time, including a weekly assembly
The Community Support Programme
Opportunities to take part in a range of other extracurricular activities and
programmes, including Duke of Edinburgh Award, Sports Leadership, Arts Award,
Peer Support/Mentoring, Faculty Support Assistant, Young Enterprise and other
volunteering opportunities

At Cherwell we offer a package that we believe maximises the students’ opportunities,
choices and success.
* Some students may study more than three courses. For instance, students who follow a
programme which includes mathematics and further mathematics will study four A levels.
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KEY DATES

FOR APPLICANTS

THURSDAY 10 JANUARY:
The Cherwell School Sixth Form Open Evening, 5.00 – 8.00pm
All students intending to join the sixth form from September 2019 should attend this
evening. It is an opportunity to talk to staff about the different subjects that are on offer.

THURSDAY 17 JANUARY (8.45am), WEDNESDAY 23 JANUARY (2.00pm),
TUESDAY 29 JANUARY (8.45am):
Tours of the school.
Students, parents and carers who would like to look around the school should email Mrs
Surrage to let her know which date you would like to attend.

MONDAY 4 FEBRUARY:
Deadline for applications.
All Application forms for 2019 entry must be submitted by this date. You must complete
the online form which can be found on the school website www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk.
Please note that offers will be made according to the ‘Admission Policy’. Failure to meet
the application deadline may jeopardise an offer of a place in the sixth form.

TUESDAY 25 JUNE TO WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE:
The Cherwell Sixth Form Induction Programme.
These two days are essential for students who have been offered a place in the sixth
form. It will provide an opportunity for students to meet their new tutor group and
experience lessons in the subjects they have chosen to study. Students will experience
the reality of A level style lessons to help them prepare for the transition from GCSE. All
prospective sixth formers are expected to attend. If for any reason this is not possible,
please put this in writing to Mrs Surrage. Should a student fail to attend, the school
reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place in the sixth form.
At the end of the sixth form induction we will provide further information regarding the
enrolment process following their GCSE results in August.

Cherwell School Sixth Form
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COURSES OFFERED
SEPTEMBER 2019

ART & DESIGN

LATIN (AT CHENEY SCHOOL)

BIOLOGY

MATHEMATICS

BUSINESS STUDIES

MATHEMATICS &

CHEMISTRY
COMPUTER SCIENCE
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY:
PRODUCT DESIGN

FURTHER MATHEMATICS

MUSIC
PHOTOGRAPHY
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

DRAMA & THEATRE

PHYSICS

ECONOMICS

PSYCHOLOGY

ENGLISH LITERATURE

RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY

FRENCH

& ETHICS (RPE)

GEOGRAPHY

SOCIOLOGY

GERMAN

SPANISH

HISTORY

EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION

Please note that whilst we hope to run all these courses, the final subject offer will depend on student
uptake and staffing levels.
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HOW TO APPLY

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All students will require 38 GCSE points in their highest 8 GCSEs. This must include a
minimum of grade 4 in both English (language or literature) and mathematics GCSE.
GCSE Grade

Points Awarded

Old GCSE Grade

Points Awarded

9

9

8

8

A*

8.5

7

7

A

7

6

6

B

5.5

5

5

C

4

4

4

D

3

3

3

E

2

2

2

F

1.5

1

1

G

1

U

0

U

0

HOW TO MAKE SUBJECT CHOICES
Students should use the options grid which shows
the subjects available in each combine, as well as
the information in the subject details booklet to make
their subject choices. At the open evening, faculties
will provide detailed course outlines which give further
information especially in relation to assessment.

Students choosing mathematics and further maths
need to choose these options in 2 columns – either
C & D or B & E. Students will complete the A level
course in Year 12, before moving on to the further
mathematics content in Year 13. This will include
further pure and, most likely, a choice between further
statistics and further mechanics.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING WHEN
MAKING YOUR CHOICES:
Columns A,B,C,D and E represent timetable slots. All
subjects listed in each column take place at the same
time as each other. Most students should choose
three subjects from the five columns. Students
wanting to study a programme which contains four or
more full A levels (not including further mathematics)
should seek advice from the sixth form team. This
will only be considered if we feel that the student will
be able to cope with the academic demands such
a programme would place on them. The continued
feedback we get from universities emphasises that
they want students to study 3 full A level courses,
achieving the best grades possible.

APPLICATION FORM
The application form is an online process. Please
go to our website and click on the tab ‘sixth form
application’. You will need to fill in all information
required before you can click the submit button. This
will automatically send your form to the school. If
you have any further questions regarding the online
application process, please contact Mrs Surrage
either by email tsurrage@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk or on
her direct telephone number 01865 518260.
Our deadline date to receive applications by is
Monday 4 February 2019.

Cherwell School Sixth Form
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Cheney
School

Further
Mathematics

The Cherwell
School

September
2019

Mathematics and Further
Mathematics 2
Physics
Psychology

French
Geography
History
Mathematics
Mathematics & Further
Mathematics 1
Physics
Religion, Philosophy &
Ethics (RPE)

Economics
English Literature
History
Mathematics
Mathematics & Further
Mathematics 1
Photography
Physics
Psychology
Spanish

Drama & Theatre
English Literature
French
Geography
History
Mathematics
Mathematics & Further
Mathematics 2
Music
Physical Education

Sociology

Physics

Mathematics

English Literature

Chemistry

Sociology

Drama & Theatre

Computer Science

Religion, Philosophy &
Ethics (RPE)

History

German

English Literature

Economics

Chemistry

Business Studies

Biology

Design Technology:
Product Design

Chemistry

Biology

Art & Design

E

Chemistry

Business Studies

D

Art & Design

C

Biology

B

Students choosing mathematics and further mathematics need to choose these options in 2 columns – either C & D or B & E. Students will
complete the A level course in Year 12, before moving on to the further mathematics content in Year 13. This will include further pure and, most
likely, a choice between further statistics and further mechanics.
Latin at Cheney School. If you would like to choose this option please indicate this on the application form together with three other choices.
Do note that Latin is taught as a two hour twilight session twice a week. Please also be aware that this course will only run if they have enough
students sign up.

Mathematics AS

Extended Project
(compulsory)
Social Wellbeing
(compulsory)

A

YEAR 12 OPTIONS GRID

ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT

EXAMINATION RESULTS
Our recent public examination results exemplify our high standards as we continue
to be one of the top comprehensive school Sixth Forms nationally. For instance, in
the Daily Telegraph’s August 2017 League Table, with 65.33% of grades at A*-B, The
Cherwell School’s Sixth Form ranks as the top comprehensive in Oxfordshire, and 29th
in England and Wales.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2018
The majority of students leaving The Cherwell School sixth form enter higher education,
although some students will defer their entry to allow for a gap year. A smaller number of
students enter the workplace.
Destinations of students by university

Destinations of students

Cherwell School Sixth Form
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A-LEVEL 2018 SUBJECT SUMMARY
A Level 2018 Subject Summary

Subject
Art and Design
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science
Product Design
(Design
Technology)
Drama
Economics
English Literature
Extended Project
French
Geography
German
History
Maths
Maths AEA
Maths Further
Maths Further Add
Music
PE
Photography
Physics
Psychology

Entered

Grade A*- A Grade A* - B

Grade A* - C

Grade A* - E

No.

%

No. %

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

19

7.92

12

63.16

16

84.21

19

100

19

100

63

26.25

15

23.81

30

47.62

46

73.02

61

96.83

12

5

4

33.33

7

58.33

9

75

12

100

66

27.5

19

28.79

35

53.03

47

71.21

64

96.97

9

3.75

1

11.11

3

33.33

6

66.67

9

100

12

5

5

41.67

7

58.33

9

75

12

100

25

10.42

0

0

11

44

17

68

25

100

34

14.17

9

26.47

17

50

24

70.59

32

94.12

63

26.25

29

46.03

52

82.54

60

95.24

62

98.41

202

84.17

76

37.62

116

57.43

156

77.23

202

100

16

6.67

6

37.5

12

75

14

87.5

16

100

33

13.75

9

27.27

20

60.61

27

81.82

33

100

5

2.08

2

40

3

60

3

60

5

100

56

23.33

22

39.29

38

67.86

49

87.5

55

98.21

112

46.67

53

47.32

72

64.29

93

83.04

110

98.21

2

0.83

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

21

8.75

12

57.14

17

80.95

20

95.24

21

100

1

0.42

1

100

1

100

1

100

1

100

6

2.5

3

50

4

66.67

6

100

6

100

9

3.75

2

22.22

2

22.22

4

44.44

7

77.78

7

2.92

1

14.29

4

57.14

4

57.14

7

100

44

18.33

10

22.73

26

59.09

33

75

41

93.18

38

15.83

4

10.53

15

39.47

28

73.68

37

97.37

16.25

7

17.95

17

43.59

31

79.49

39

100

11.25

2

7.41

12

44.44

21

77.78

27

100

5.42

4

30.77

9

69.23

12

92.31

13

100

Religion,
39
Philosophy & Ethics
Sociology
27
Spanish

12
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ART & DESIGN
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved a grade 4 or above at GCSE in art or graphics.

This course allows students
opportunities to generate
and develop ideas, research
primary and contextual
sources, record practical
and written observations
and experiment with media
and processes. They refine
their ideas towards producing
personal resolved outcome(s).
All art students will be required
to maintain a visually exciting work
journal/sketchbook. This will be
supported by practical workshops that
aim to promote a good knowledge and
understanding of contemporary artists’
methods and processes. Students will have
to evidence at least 2 major skills (drawing/print/
sculpture/etc.)
Year 12 will initially focus on developing a strong skills
base. Ability to research and explore the works of others
is essential; study trips will be organised but student
initiative will be expected.
Year 13 will allow students to focus on aspects of art history
that interest them as they produce an in depth contextual
study consisting of a written investigation of no less than 1000
words, a work journal and an explanation of the artists they are
studying. Teachers will advise and challenge students in attaining
the specialist art knowledge needed to write their dissertations.
This leads into independent work that focuses on a chosen
creative problem and it is advised that the dissertation is used
to identify practical problems that artists face in the creation
of their work.

Cherwell School Sixth Form
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BIOLOGY
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to average grade 6 or above in the three science subjects if
studying triple science, and at least a 6 in the science they want to study. If the student
is studying combined science they are expected to have achieved 6-6 grades or above.

Lessons will involve a variety of activities including
whole class discussion, required practicals and
presentations, as well as lessons concentrated
on exam technique and essays. We also visit the
Natural History labs in year 13 and students have
the opportunity to attend presentations from outside
speakers as part of a series of The Cherwell sixth
form Science Talks.
Year 12 topics include (AQA year 1 topics 1–4):
• Biological molecules (proteins, carbohydrates, 		
lipids, DNA, RNA)
• Cell structure, microscopy and cell division
• Membrane transport
• Gas exchange in humans, fish and insects
• Cardiac cycle
• Mass transport in animals and plants
• Oxygen dissociation and haemoglobin
• Natural selection, speciation and biodiversity
Year 13 topics include
(AQA A level year 2 topics 5–8):
• Photosynthesis
• Respiration
• Inheritance
• Sampling from ecosystems
• Gene expression, gene mutation and recombinant
DNA technology
• Nervous and hormonal control
• Analysing data using statistical techniques
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BUSINESS STUDIES
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
No specific requirement beyond entrance requirements.

Today’s business climate is an exciting time to take
business studies. This course enables students to gain
the required business understanding of all aspects
involved in running businesses, as well as the detail
and depth to develop a career in a specified area of the
subject. On this course, students will develop a wide
range of transferable skills, which are highly valued by
employers and can be applied to any choice of career.
During this course, students will study key units starting
with the core foundations of starting a business, why and
how they are established, how they are financed and
marketed, and how business is influenced by external
factors. Students will study topics linked to people in
businesses, staff recruitment, management and business
organisation.
There will be a number of opportunities to develop
a range of transferable skills such as data handling,
communication, problem solving and making decisions.
Students will also develop personal skills such as

planning and organisation, conducting research and
challenging judgments.
Lessons will incorporate a variety of different learning
experiences to prepare students for higher education.
There will be the opportunity to take part in group work,
guest speaker visits from employers, specialist guests
and research tasks.
This course is 100% exam based. However, students
will be assessed throughout the course with class tests,
class activities and discussions, essay writing and case
studies.
Students will need to apply their knowledge and
understanding to both familiar and unfamiliar contexts
in the assessments and demonstrate an awareness of
current business events. Students in Year 12 are
encouraged to start a ‘Young Enterprise’
business during the year.

Cherwell School Sixth Form
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CHEMISTRY
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to average grade 6 or above in the three science subjects if studying
triple science, and at least a 6 in the science they want to study.

Lessons will involve a variety of activities including whole class discussion, presentations, and practical sessions, as
well as visits and attending presentations from outside speakers.

Topics include:

• Kinetics

• Atomic structure and the periodic table

• Inorganic chemistry and the periodic table

• Modern analytical techniques

• Equilibrium

• Bonding and structure

• Formulae and equations

• Energetics

• Acid-base equilibrium

• Redox

• Organic chemistry
• Transitions metals
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If the student is studying combined science they are expected to have achieved
6-6 grades or above.

ASSESSMENT
A-LEVEL:
Three papers will be taken at the end of the two year
course.
Paper 1: Advanced Inorganic and
Physical Chemistry
• Questions draw on content from inorganic and some
physical chemistry
• The assessment is 1 hour 45 minutes and consists of
90 marks
Paper 2: Advanced Organic and
Physical Chemistry
• Questions draw on content from inorganic and some
physical chemistry
• The assessment is 1 hour 45 minutes and consists of
90 marks
Paper 3: General and Practical
Principles in Chemistry
• Questions draw on all course content, including 		
practical techniques and procedures
• The assessment is 2 hours 30 minutes and consists of
120 marks
Chemistry Practical Endorsement
This qualification will give students opportunities to use
relevant apparatus and techniques and is assessed
through a minimum of 12 identified practical activities.
The assessment outcomes will be reported separately on
students’ certificates alongside the overall grade for the
qualification.

Cherwell School Sixth Form
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COMPUTER
SCIENCE
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved a grade 5 or above at GCSE in mathematics, and
a grade 5 or above at GCSE in computing. Students wanting to study this subject without a
GCSE in computing can do so on successful completion of a computing entrance assessment,
for which resources will be made available on induction day.

The course is practical in nature, both in
preparation for the practical project, and to
support the teaching of the theoretical papers.
Key elements of the course include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Programming
Data structures
Algorithms
Theory of computation
Systematic approach to problem solving
Data representation
Computer systems
Computer organisation and architecture
Consequences of uses of computing
Communication and networking
Databases
Big data
Functional programming

Non-Exam Assessment –
the computing practical project.
The project allows students to develop their
practical skills in the context of solving a realistic
problem or carrying out an investigation. Students
have the opportunity to work independently on
a problem of interest over an extended period,
during which they can extend their programming
skills and deepen their understanding of computer
science.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY:
PRODUCT DESIGN
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Candidates should ideally have at least a grade 4 or above at GCSE in Resistant Materials,
Graphic Products or Textiles Technology. If you haven’t studied design at GCSE then you
must demonstrate a genuine commitment and interest; showing a portfolio of design work
and/or relevant skills.

This course is aimed at students who:
• Have a creative streak and enjoy creating full-size working
products using wood, metal and plastics.
• Enjoy problem solving and making.
• Have an interest in Product Design, Engineering, 		
Furniture, Industrial, Motorsport or Automotive Design.

50% Component 1: Principles of Design and
Technology.
Written theory examination: Externally assessed.
You will be taught the theoretical core knowledge about
processes, materials, manufacture, modern materials to
evaluate the wider issues in design technology, including
social, moral, ethical and environmental impacts.

50% Component 2: Independent Design and
Make Project.
Personal major project: Internally assessed.
This is a thoroughly detailed major project including
investigation, designing, developing, making and testing.
The project will take the majority of the second year and
you will be required to generate a substantial portfolio of
evidence.

Cherwell School Sixth Form
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DRAMA & THEATRE
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
In most cases, students are expected to have achieved grade 4 or above in GCSE drama.

The course is a mixture of practical and written work.
Students are accompanied on theatre visits several times
per year to see performances focused on a variety of
specific theatrical styles including Greek theatre, Brecht,
Commedia and Physical Theatre.
Students study set texts from a range of time periods
including Jerusalem by Jez Butterworth and Our
Country’s Good by Timberlake Wertenbaker.

The academic and practical elements of the course are
combined to promote the students’ abilities to perform,
direct and discuss theatrical work.
During Year 12 candidates devise drama on a topic of
their choice to be performed in a specific theatrical style.
Year 13, candidates perform three extracts from different
plays selected to illustrate their understanding of an
influential director, designer, theatre company or theatre
practitioner.
We also offer challenging upper school productions
where theatre studies students can develop their
stagecraft.
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ECONOMICS
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
No specific requirement beyond entrance requirements.

Economics will give you a real
understanding of the main
economic issues in the UK
today. You will need to be able
to express your thoughts clearly
in written work and there will
be some diagrams to get to
grips with, but this course is
fully accessible whatever other A
levels you may wish to pursue.

“

On many issues, including some		
where the passions run highest,
economics offers startlingly 			
illuminating insights.
(Paul Krugman)

You will look at individual issues
such as housing market failure, energy
bills, the banking crisis, green taxes,
global poverty and why different people
get paid different wages. You will also look
at the economy as a whole in thinking about
the Euro, unemployment, inflation, economic
growth, globalization and government tax and
spending.
This course will improve your mind and open up wide
career opportunities. It will prepare students planning to
progress to undergraduate study at a UK higher education
establishment, particularly (although not only) in the same
subject area.
Taught lessons will focus on applied economics with up-to-date
examples. A keen interest in current affairs is essential for the
research work you will do.
Written work will consist of essays, data response and multiple
choice questions. Practical knowledge will be gained through
speakers and participation in the Bank of England’s national
competition. Students will need to apply their knowledge and
understanding to both familiar and unfamiliar contexts in the
assessments and demonstrate an awareness of current
economic events and policies. To enable this we run
an economics club, enter competitions, host guest
speakers and above all, encourage debate.
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ENGLISH
LITERATURE
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 6 or above in English Literature and
grade 5 or above in English Language.

This is a course for students who love reading.
During the two years, students read widely and indepth. Students study a range of literature – poetry, prose
and drama – from a full range of contexts (from medieval
literature to the modern day).
Close textual analysis, relevant contextual study
and wider critical reading will help students develop
comprehensive critical interpretations of texts as they
prepare for examinations at the end of the course.
Students produce two pieces of coursework, a dramatic
study and a comparative study, which also develops the
skills needed for the final exams.
There will be a number of approaches to learning.
These include:
• Close extract reading
• Evaluating critical responses to texts
• Independent study and research
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• Discussion and debate
• Evaluating a range of performances
We also offer a range of extra-curricular experiences to
deepen understanding as well as promoting the cultural
experience and significance of English. These include:
theatre visits; study days; visiting speakers and university
days promoting the study of English at undergraduate
level. We also take full advantage of our location in the
centre of Oxford and links to Oxford University.

FRENCH
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 6 or above in French.

A level French is an exciting course which will develop
your skills in a variety of ways.
In Year 12 you will be studying the following topics:
French society (family, marriage, and relationships, the
workplace and jobs in France, tourism and its impact on
France).
You will also study a culture, politics and art module.
This will include themes such as music, television, social
media and traditions. You will also study a film or book as
well as continuously working on your grammar skills
You will learn to be accurate (through the study of
grammar) and articulate (through the learning of extensive
new vocabulary). You will be discussing and presenting
complex facts, ideas and opinions in both writing and
speaking.
In Year 13 in addition to the topics and grammar
above, learning will focus on a multicultural society
module (immigration; integration; racism) and a history
module (The Second World War: “l’occupation” and “la
résistance”).

You will be discussing contemporary issues in a
mature and complex fashion. You will develop a good
understanding of the language and will manipulate it to
become an independent, confident linguist.
Listening: true or false and multiple choice questions,
completing tables with the required information,
identifying statements that are mentioned in the text,
comprehension questions, transcription, dictation and
paraphrasing exercises.
Speaking: role play, individual and group presentations,
whole class and small group discussions and debates,
drama.
Reading: true or false and multiple choice questions,
comprehension questions, grammar cloze exercises,
textual analysis (poetry, literary and non-literary prose),
French to English translation.
Writing: poetry and creative writing, summaries and
paraphrasing, business language
(letters, faxes, memos and emails), transferring meaning
from English to French, extended essay writing.
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GEOGRAPHY
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 4 or above in geography.

A level geography will fully develop your understanding
of physical and human environment as well as
contemporary geographical issues.
Key themes include:
• The physical geography of coasts
• Earth life support systems
• Human migration
• Human rights issues across the globe
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Students will also develop a variety of geographical skills
including:
• How to apply and interpret a variety of qualitative and
quantitative data analysis techniques
• Fieldwork skills.
There will be a residential field trip to
support student learning.

GERMAN
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 6 or above in German.

As languages are a life skill and German is the third
most widely used language in business, there is a
wealth of opportunities in both higher education and the
job market.

In Year 13 you will be studying the following issues:
social issues in Germany, such as immigration,
multiculturalism and German reunification. You will also
study an additional German film. This will allow you to:

In Year 12 you will be studying the following
contemporary issues: social issues in Germany
including culture and traditions in German speaking
countries. You will also study one German film and one
literary work. This will allow you to:

• Be able to discuss and argue contemporary issues in
a mature and complex fashion

• Have a grasp of many complex grammar structures
and your use of German will be much more accurate
• Have a deeper knowledge of culture as well as 		
contemporary issues in the German speaking world
• Be able to articulate your opinions and thoughts much
more accurately and with a much extended
vocabulary. You will also be able to analyse key 		
themes with a deeper critical awareness.

• Be able to discuss a work of literature
• Extend your vocabulary considerably
• You will be working independently at times but often in
pairs and groups
• You will research a topic of your choice relating to
German speaking countries developing your 		
presentation and analytical skills
• You will meet with the German assistant once a week
to practise your conversational skills and deepen your
cultural understanding
• You may have the opportunity to participate in a 		
cultural visit either in Year 12 or in Year 13
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HISTORY
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 4 or above in History.

A level historians at The Cherwell School will study a
range of fascinating periods, events and individuals
from history. These are:
• The reigns of the later Tudors (Edward, Mary
and Elizabeth).
• The Cold War and its impact on Europe between
1941 and 1995.
• The Catholic Reformation of the 16th century.
• An independent study in which students will use a
range of primary and secondary sources to 		
investigate a historical question of their choosing.

The course is organised as follows:
In Year 12 you will explore one British and one nonBritish topic. The first of these focuses on the latter
part of the Tudor reign from 1547–1603. For the nonBritish study we then explore the Cold War in Europe
from 1941 to 1995.
In Year 13 you will further extend your expertise of
16th century Europe with a thematic study of the
Catholic Reformation 1492–1610. In addition, you will
complete the independent topic-based essay.
Lessons will consist of a variety of learning
approaches (e.g. seminars, group work, debates).
Students will also have opportunities for independent
historical research.
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LATIN

STUDIED AT CHENEY SCHOOL

ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 5 or above in Latin.

Latin at A level allows students to deepen their
knowledge of Ancient Roman culture and literature, and
to improve the language skills developed for GCSE.
The authors vary from year to year: recently these have
been Catullus, Virgil, Ovid, Horace and Cicero. These
authors wrote works which have had a deep and lasting
influence upon many later societies and the Latin A level
course offers the opportunity to study them in depth,
exploring the beauty of their language and also the
context within which their greatest works were written.
Students are extremely fortunate to be able to benefit
from the many talks, plays, museums and other events

held in the
city of Oxford, both
at the Faculty of Classics and at
Cheney School’s Classics Centre.
There is also the opportunity to go on trips to places
such as Hadrian’s Wall and take part in the many
exciting events and projects offered through the
classics centre at Cheney School.
Please be aware this is an external course and will only
run subject to demand.

Cherwell School Sixth Form

27

MATHEMATICS AS
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 6 or above in mathematics.

This course is designed primarily for students who
are studying physics but who do not study the full
mathematics A level. However, we welcome any
students who would like to study mathematics to
AS level.
The course spans the two years of the sixth form and
leads to an AS qualification in mathematics. As this

qualification is to AS level it has less curriculum time
than A level courses and would be studied in addition
to students’ other three A level choices. It includes pure
maths, mechanics and statistics.

MATHEMATICS AND
FURTHER MATHEMATICS
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Mathematics: Students are expected to have achieved grade 7 or above in mathematics.
Further Mathematics: Students are expected to have achieved grade 7 or above in
mathematics; 8 is desirable for this challenging course.

Mathematics and Further Mathematics are both
versatile qualifications which are well respected
by employers and are both facilitating subjects
for entry into higher education. Many careers
demand the skills learnt in Mathematics and
Further Mathematics such as the science,
engineering and manufacturing industries.
Students will learn to become better at thinking
logically and analytically. Through solving
problems, students will develop resilience and
be able to think creatively and strategically.
The writing of solutions, proof and justification
of results help students to formulate reasoned
arguments. Students will also develop their
numeracy skills to improve their ability to
process and interpret data.
Mathematics:
Students will study pure maths, statistics and
mechanics. Pure maths is interesting and
challenging, extending the methods learned
at GCSE with a particular focus on algebra
including calculus, trigonometry and logarithms.
Statistics is about collecting and analysing
data and using this to make predictions about
future events. An understanding of probability
and risk is important in careers like insurance,
medicine, engineering and the sciences.
Mechanics is about modelling and analysing the
physical world around us, including the study
of kinematics, forces and motion. Mechanics is
particularly useful to students studying physics
and engineering. Students will be examined
at the end of Year 13 in 3 papers, 2 on pure
content and 1 on mechanics and statistics.
Further Mathematics:
A level Further Mathematics is a fun and
rewarding extension of the A level Maths course

which broadens
mathematical
skills and
promotes deeper
mathematical
thinking. It is
taken in addition
to A level
Mathematics
and develops the
ability to reason
logically, comprehend
mathematical
arguments and recognise
how different situations
can be represented
mathematically. Students will
be introduced to interesting
new areas of pure mathematics
such as complex numbers and
apply mathematics in a wider range of
contexts. Students doing Mathematics
and Further Mathematics need to choose
this option in 2 combine columns (either C &
D or B & E) because students will get double
the teaching time in order to complete two A
levels in two years. Students will complete the
A level in Mathematics in Year 12 before moving
on to the Further Mathematics content in Year
13. The Further Mathematics content includes
more pure mathematics in addition to extending
the statistics and mechanics content taught in
the Mathematics A level.
Class work in both subjects will include taught
sessions with students working individually
and in groups. All parts of the course
will be assessed by timed written
examination.
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MUSIC
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 6 or above in GCSE music, or grade 6
in ABRSM theory and instrumental exams.

You will develop the related skills of performing,
composing, listening and analysing through six
specific areas of study: vocal music and instrumental
music and music for film, popular music and jazz,
fusions and new directions. This will involve:
1. Performing – work towards an 8 minute recital that
will be held at the end of the course
2. Composing – compose 2 compositions lasting 6
minutes based on a given brief relating to areas of
study and techniques
3. Listening – work towards a final listening exam
4. Analysis – study set works of vocal, instrumental
music, which you will be tested on in a formal exam

• You will listen to, analyse, play, sing and compose a
wide range of music
• You will work individually, in a pair in a group and
under controlled conditions
• You will need to listen extensively to a variety of
music, and perform in and attend concerts and 		
workshops.
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PHOTOGRAPHY
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
In most cases, students are expected to have achieved grade 4 or above in GCSE
art, graphics or iMedia.

The study of photography allows students opportunities
to generate and develop ideas, research primary
and contextual sources, record practical and written
observations and experiment with media and processes.
Most of the work is completed either in camera or digitally
however students also maintain a visually exciting journal/
sketchbook.
Studio time and practical workshops are used to promote
a good knowledge and understanding of contemporary
photographers’ methods and processes.
Year 12 will initially focus on developing a strong skills
base in both camera and Photoshop skills allowing
students to produce rich and varied final conclusions,
often in the form of sequences. Ability to research and

explore the works of others is essential; study trips will be
organised but student initiative will be expected.
Year 13 will allow students to focus on aspects of
photography that interests them as they produce an in
depth Contextual Study consisting of a written investigation
of no less than 1000 words. Teachers will advise and
challenge students in attaining the specialist photography
knowledge needed to write their dissertations. This leads
into independent work that focuses on a chosen creative
problem and it is advised that the dissertation
is used to identify practical problems
that photographers face in
the creation of their
work.
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PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
No specific requirement beyond entrance requirements.

Physical Education is a rewarding A level which
combines both practical and theoretical aspects of the
subject.

Theoretical knowledge is gained through classroom
experience with some experimental work to help apply
principles. Coursework will be continuous and practical.

Key themes include:

Students will be assessed through performance and
knowledge of their chosen activity. It is important that
students are competing in at least one sport
outside of school.

• Anatomy and physiology
• Acquiring movement skills
• Sport and society and the role of technology in 		
physical activity and sport
• Sports psychology
• Exercise and sport physiology
• Biomechanical movement
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PHYSICS
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to average grade 6 or above in the three science subjects if studying triple
science, and at least a 6 in the science they want to study. If the student is studying combined
science they are expected to have achieved 6-6 grades or above. Students are also required to
study either A level mathematics or AS level mathematics alongside this subject in sixth form.
Physics is the study of the nature and properties of
matter and energy. The subject matter of physics
includes mechanics, heat, light and other radiation,
sound, electricity, magnetism, and the structure of
atoms. Physics is a theoretical and practical subject
and there will be weekly practical activities.

Year 13

Year 12

• Nuclear physics

Key topics include:

• Astrophysics

• Mechanics (motion, forces in action,
work & energy)
• Electricity (electric current, resistance, DC circuits)
• Waves
• Quantum physics

Key topics include:
• Circular motion & oscillations
• Thermal physics
• Fields (electric fields, gravitational and magnetic
fields, capacitors)

• Medical physics
Separate practical sessions are arranged each week
which complement the theory but also develop the
skills required for the practical endorsement during
each year. We place particular emphasis on handling
apparatus, precise measurements and data logging
techniques. You will record your practical work in a
lab book which will allow you to achieve a practical
endorsement.
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PSYCHOLOGY
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 5 or above in mathematics, and at least
two grade 5s in science.

A level psychology covers a
wide range of psychological
theories and studies and
looks at the application
of these to everyday life
situations.
Psychology is the scientific
study of the human mind
and behaviour.
An enquiring scientific
approach is needed, but
equally all exams include essay
style assessments with students
required to answer a range of exam
questions such as multiple choice,
short answer and extended writing
questions.
A level psychology will give you an
understanding of the way people think and why
people behave in certain ways. You will learn a
variety of skills including analytical thinking, improved
communication, problem solving and many more that
will prepare you for an exciting future with the possibility
of a range of fantastic careers.
In Year 12, we will study introductory topics in psychology
such as memory, social influence, psychopathology,
biopsychology and attachment. A large component of
psychology also includes research methods which synthesises
your analytical, problem solving and mathematical skills.
In Year 13, alongside the compulsory content investigating
issues and debates in psychology, there’s also an opportunity
to explore and investigate the psychological, biological and
social aspects of optional content such as aggression,
gender and schizophrenia.
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RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY
& ETHICS (RPE)
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
No specific requirement beyond entrance requirements; grade 4 or above in
philosophy and ethics or similar GCSE (e.g. history, sociology) is an advantage.

This course has 3 components:
philosophy, ethics, and development of religious
thought. It focuses on the big questions about:
• The nature of reality and knowledge (Plato & Aristotle)
• The problem of evil
• Human nature
• Soul, mind and body
• Religious Language
• Death and the afterlife
• The attributes of God and whether or not the 		
existence of God can be proven
• What people mean when they talk about right
and wrong
• Ethical theories (Utility, Kant, Situation Ethics,
Natural Law & Christian Ethics)
• Application of theory to issues like war, sex, 		
euthanasia and the environment
• Feminist & Liberation Theology (how far should 		
contemporary academic & political theories of people
like Marx affect beliefs & actions)

This subject
has been described by
the Russell Group as a good preparation
for university. It also prepares you for a wide range
of career paths. This course is not simply academic;
it deals with fundamental questions that affect our
perception of reality and the way we live our lives. You
will be taught how to write essays which are rigorous,
analytical and academic in style providing thorough
explanations of key philosophical, ethical theories
and theological theories. You will learn how to select
and deploy a range of material to show knowledge,
understanding and justified evaluations.
Students will learn in a variety of contexts including
discussion, individual research, presentation, guided
reading of original texts and essay writing. Students
are required to read widely on the topics covered to
complement their studies and prepare them for the final
exams. All students will be given packs which promote
independent learning, aid high quality essay writing and
enable students to track their progress throughout the
course.
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SOCIOLOGY
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
No specific requirement beyond entrance requirements; grade 4 or above in sociology
GCSE is an advantage.

Sociology is the academic study of how societies
work and the ways in which individuals, groups, and
institutions are inter-related. It provides students with
the exciting opportunity to gain a deeper understanding
of the world around them and reflect on social issues.
Students will have the opportunity to develop a broad
set of desirable key skills, including the ability to analyse
and formulate clear, logical arguments with scope
for extensive evaluation from a range of theoretical
perspectives.

This subject opens up the possibility for fascinating
discussions, for example ‘what impact do digital forms
of communication have on social relations?’, ‘how
do sociologists investigate inequality in society?’ and
‘what are the patterns and trends of religion in relation
to social class?’ Through the specification, students
can acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of
contemporary social processes and social changes.
Developing strong critical thinking skills and being able
to consider issues with a global outlook will be of huge
benefit to students moving forward, whether this is in
further education, the workplace or society in general.

Topics across the two year course include:

• Sociological theories (including Feminism, Marxism,

New Right, Post-modernism)
• Socialisation, culture and identity
• Themes developed through the context of media
• Research methods and researching social inequalities
• Understanding social inequalities (class/gender/age/
ethnicity)
• Globalisation and the digital social world
• Debates explored through a detailed study of religion,
belief and faith
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Students will learn in a variety of contexts including
discussion, use of ICT, individual research, and
practicing exam answers, including essays. Reading
books/articles/journals to develop a deeper knowledge
and understanding of sociological issues will be
important.

SPANISH
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
Students are expected to have achieved grade 6 or above in Spanish.

Following on from the GCSE course, your listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills will be developed
further. In addition to this, you will be given language
strategy training to enhance your understanding of the
four key skills and enable you to meet to the challenge
of advanced level examination questions. You will
deepen your cultural appreciation as we delve deeper
into topics similar to GCSE, but that are further rooted
and contextualised in the Spanish-speaking world.
In Year 12 you will be studying the following topics:
Spanish society (family, marriage, and relationships, the
workplace and jobs in Spain, tourism and its impact
on Spain). You will also study a culture, politics and art
module (in the context of Spain and other Spanishspeaking countries). This will include themes such
as music, television, social media and traditions. You
will also study a film or book as well as continuously
working on your grammar skills.
In Year 13 in addition to the topics and grammar
above, learning will focus on a Multicultural Society
module (immigration; integration; racism) and a History
Module (The Civil War, Franco, Suarez’s government
and King Juan Carlos’ rule). In addition you will also

study another cultural topic - We will cover a book or a
film.
Listening: true or false and multiple choice questions,
completing tables with the required information,
identifying statements that are mentioned in the text,
comprehension questions, transcription, dictation and
paraphrasing exercises.
Speaking: role play, individual and group presentations,
whole class and small group discussions and debates,
drama.
Reading: true or false and multiple choice questions,
comprehension questions, grammar cloze exercises,
textual analysis (poetry, literary and non-literary prose),
Spanish to English translation.
Writing: poetry and creative writing, summaries
and paraphrasing, business language (letters, faxes,
memos and emails), transferring meaning from English
to Spanish and Spanish to English, extended essay
writing. You will write essays about the film(s) and or
play/books that you have studied in years
12 & 13.
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THE EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an exciting
initiative which allows students to extend their studies
beyond their A level courses and prepare for university/
future careers.
The EPQ allows students to embark on a self-directed
and self-motivated project. Students must choose a
topic, plan, research and develop their idea and decide
on a ‘finished’ product. The ‘finished product’ can take
a variety of forms including:
• A research based written report
• A research based artefact
Within school we support students with EPQ through:
• Taught sessions in groups
• One to one tutorials
• Drop-ins
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EPQ will be
completed in Year 12 with
most students submitting their finished
projects at the end of term 4.
For students following the typical A level route, EPQ will
be an essential part of their programme in The Cherwell
School sixth form.

16 TO 19
BURSARY FUND

The Cherwell School is committed to the success of all its
students. This includes supporting those students in the sixth
form who qualify for financial assistance.
The 16 to 19 bursary allows qualifying students to have
access to materials which they may not financially be able to
provide without school support.
These are some examples of materials that the bursary may
be used to support:
• Books, revision guides, and other equipment for
the course.
• Bus pass, bike helmets, or lights to assist with 			
transportation.
• Cost of school trips, attendance at university open
days/interviews.
• Free school meal and drink (if not claiming working
tax credits).
There are two types of bursary:
Entitlement bursary
This is a £1200 bursary for young people in care, care
leavers, young people in receipt of Income Support and
disabled young people in receipt of Employment Support
Allowance who are also in receipt of Disability Living
Allowance.
Discretionary bursary
This bursary is for students, whose parents or carers are
in receipt of certain support payments (combined parental
income is less than £16,190). To qualify, the parents or carers
must apply with proof of entitlement.
In order for a student to qualify for the bursary fund, proof
of financial need or circumstance is required in addition to
successful enrolment. For more information, please contact
Tina Surrage: tsurrage@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk.
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The Cherwell School Aims
Opportunity
Individuals have the opportunity to
develop their abilities and talents, and
to be successful. We want everyone
within our community to be nurtured,
challenged and encouraged to
make the most of opportunities.

Responsibility
As a community of individuals we recognise
that we have a range of responsibilities.
Team work and collective responsibility
support the success of individuals,
the school and the wider community.

Excellence
There is a commitment to excellence in all that we do. We have a culture of high expectations.
We expect to do well both as individuals and collectively.

The Cherwell School
If you would like to obtain further information, please telephone, write, or email.
The Cherwell School, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford, OX2 7EE
Tel 01865 558719 l Fax 01865 514517
office@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk
www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk
The Cherwell School is an academy which is a part of the River Learning Trust which is an exempt charitable company limited by guarantee registered in
England and Wales with registered company number 7966500 and its registered office is The Cherwell School, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford OX2 7EE.

